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A PHILATELIC TRIBUTE
TO MUSIC

Cdr G. Sriramarao, I.N(Retd)
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I define MUSIC as Magnificent Universal
Systematic Incredible Creation.

Music is the language of emotion. It is one
of the fine arts and the finest of fine arts. The
system of Music is developed by the genius of
man himself, and therefore among the other, Mu-
sic is ranked as the greatest of fine arts. Music is
Universal. It influences alike the scholar the lay
person, the old and the young and the man and
the animal. The Cow, the Infant and Serpent, all
living beings feel the charm of Music. This and the

subsequent articles are a Philatelic tribute to the
Great Musicians, Musical instruments, Musical
Scores and various types of Music which enthrals
the Whole Universe.

‘Sisurvethi Pasurvethi Veethi Ganarasam
Phant’

‘Music is the language of Gods. Shiva plays
Damaru(drum), Krishna plays the Flute, and
Saraswathi plays Veena. Celestials like Narada
and Tumburu are associated with Musical Instru-
ments. Music gives divine Ananada. It is priceless
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As a lover of Music and Philately, in the subsequent articles I tried to bring out the origin and
development of Music, Great Composers, Musicians Musical Instruments, Various types of Music,
National Anthems, Musical Scores, Musical Theatres etc through the medium of Philately i.e. with
stamps, First Day Covers, Special Covers, Miniature sheets, Sheetlets, Special cancellations and other
philatelic elements issued by various countries. Special types of stamps depicting Gramophone Records,
CD’s, DVDs, Joint issues of stamps an First day covers with other countries, Musicians honoured with
great awards, and finally errors on Musical stamps are covered. In the present day lot of research is
being carried out to cure diseases by Music Therapy.

Steam Horns, whistles and Bells

With Robert Fulton’s Invention of Steam Engine in 1807 Steam Horns and Whistles Proliferated.
The arrival of trains and boats, was often announced by special rhythmic musical pattern of sound.

Bells

The bells which are of various types, made with different metals, when rung give a melodious
rhythmic sound.
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The Indian Music

From the muladhara of the human body,
the ‘prana vayu’ originates as ‘Sukshmagni’, and
through the umbilical cord, heart, throat, head and
face comes out as ‘Nada’ which is responsible for
the creation of Music.

]
[t

Lord Siva is considered
To he Nada Swarupa

Also as per Vedas all sounds emerge from
the sound of ‘Omkara’ or “pranava Nada’ which
came from the Nabi of Sri Maha Vishnu when
Brahma was born. Amongst the Vedas ‘Sama
Veda’ is the basis of Music.

‘Sankh’ is considered to be one of the oldest
of Musical Instruments. In Sankh, different tunes
cannot be produced, but when it is properly blown,
we get the Sound of ‘Om’ or ‘Omkara’.

Goddess Saraswathi presides over all the
learning and intellectual pursuits considered to
be the Goddess of Music in Hindu Tradition. The
Musical Instrument Veena is played by Saraswathi.

Saints and Poets who brought Bhakthi
Movement by Ganam and Bhajans — Singing in
praise of God

Tulsidas (1533-1634)

Regarded as an incarnation
of Valmiki. The author of
Ramayana in Sanskrit. Wrote
Ramacharithamanas, an epic
devoted to Rama in verse form
called Chaupai

Meerabai (1547-1614)

A saint of 15-16 Centruy.
Her devotional songs have been
enchanting generations of Indians
even today.

Kabir (15the Century)

Adovcated the unity of Hin-
du and Muslim Religions by his
songs. A part of his poetry was
into ‘Adi Granth’ the sacred book
of Sikhs.

Surdas (1479-1586)

Medieval poet, singer of
Braj. Left master piece ‘Sur Sagar’

: : containing 1,00,000 songs.

Sant Ravidas (1450-1520)

Wrote a number of songs
with Similes in formlessness

Basaveswara (Dob uncertain
died 1196)

Teachings written in Kanna-
da Language embodied in simple
verse form known as vachanas set
later to Music
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The Carnatic Music
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Purandara Das(1484-1564)

Known as the father of Car-
natic Music. Composed many
songs/ Keeratanas in Kannada
known as Das Padagalu which are
simple to understand and created
many ragas. He formed the basic
rules/ system of Carnatic Music for
teaching and singing. Composed
nearly 4,75,000 songs.

Annamacharya (May 9, 1408 -
Feb 23,1503)

Tallapaka Annamacharya,
telugu song writer and carnatic
composer. Ealiest known to com-
pose sankeeratanas in praise of
Lord Venkateswara The deity of
seven hills of Tirumala. Widely
known as Pada Kavita Pita- maha
of Telugu language. Contemporary
to Purandaradasa and met him
in Tirumala. Composed nearly
32,000 sankeertanas.

The Golden era of Carnatic Music

Was during 18th and 19th century when
the ‘Sangita Trimurthis’ or’The Musical Trinity’
Tyagaraja Swamy, Muthuswamy Dikshitar and Other Musicians both Old and Modern era
Syama Sastri lived.

Tyagaraja(1767-1847)

A renowned saint Musi-

. cian, poet and great bhaktha of

the 19th century. He composed

. many devotional songs in praise
. of Lord Rama in Telugu and also

in Sanskrit.

Muthuswamy Dikshitar
(1775-1835)

One of the greatest com-
posers of Carnatic Music, mainly
composed On Goddess Durga
Calling her ‘my mother’ in many
keertanas.

Syama sastri (1762-1827)

A highly creative artist of
Carnatic Music. His compositions

- are in prise of Goddess Kamakshi

and Meenakshi, are original and
have a style of their Own, and
unconventional and free, rich in

j - emotional content. Composed in

Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu. The
only one from Trinity to compose
in Tamil.

Swati Tirunal
(16.4.1813-25.12.1846)

Was the Maharaja of the
State of Tranvancore. Patron of
music and musician Himself, en-
couraged and composed over 400
both in Hindustani and carnatic
music. Fluent in 10 languages.

Amer Khusrau
(1253-1325)

Enriched Qawali, Qawl Ta-
rana and Sitar

Sant Namdeo
(1270-1350)
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Sant Ravidas (1450-1520)

_ His devotion was like Ha-
numan to Rama

Sant Eknath (1533-1599)

Inspired by Jnaneshwar
Namdeo,Tukaram, Ramdas

Swami Ramanand (1738-1802)

Guru of Swaminaryan San-
skrit poet singer

Mahakavi Magh

Narasimha Mehta
17th Century

S

Ghalib
1797-1869
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University of Silicon Andhraand SAMPADA proudly presented Vidushi Kanyakumari Avasarala
violin concert in the Silicon Valley. It was simply mesmerizing and scintillating that received
standing ovation multiple times. Patri Satish Kumar on Mridangam, Sivateja Mallajosyula on
Violin and Sarhya Ganesan on Ghatam added magic to the whole concert. Silicon Andhra is
very proud to recognize and felicitate her with the highest honor of Maha Puraskaram, the
Golden Elephant award. She is the first ever artiste to receive this Maha Purasakar.

University o
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