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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 7
A Philatelic Tribute to Nobel Laurate

Rabindranath Tagore

A Poet, Composer and Musical Genius
Cdr G. Sriramarao, I.N(Retd)
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Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) also
known as Gurudev, Kabiguru and Biswakabi was
a polymath, Poet, Musician and artist from the
Indian Sub-Continent. He was responsible for
reshaping Bengali Literature and Music as well
as Indian Art with modernism in the late 19" and
early 20" Centuries. Author of the profoundly
sensitive, fresh and beautiful verse of Gitanjali
he became the first non-European to win the No-
bel Prize in Literature in 1913. His songs poetic
were viewed as spiritual and mercurial. At the
age of 16 he released his first substantial poems.

By 1877 he graduated to his first short stories and
dramas under his real name. He denounced British
Raj and advocated independence from Britain.
As an exponent Of the Bengal Renaissance, he
advanced a vast canon that comprised paintings,
sketches and doodles and hundreds of texts and
about 2230 songs. His legacy also endures in the
institution he founded, Visva-Bharati University.
His Novels, stories, dance dramas and Music
agore modernized, Bengali art by spurning rigid
classical forms and resisting linguistic strictures.
His novels, stories, songs, dance-dramas, and
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essays spoke to topics political and personal
Gitanjali Song Offerings),Gora (Fair-Faced) and
Ghare-Baire (The Home and the World) are his
best-known works, and his verse, short stories,
and novels were acclaimed—or panned—for their
lyricism, colloquialism, naturalism, and unnatural
contemplation

T MAY 1961

INDIA POSTAGE

CRIUR T SRR R Y L

A stamp issued on 7 May 1961 with Tagore and
His Name

Songs (Rabindra Sangeet)

Tagore was a prolific composer with around
2,230 songs to his credit. His songs are known as
Rabindra Sangit (“Tagore Song”), which merges
fluidly into his literature, most of which—poems
or parts of novels, stories, or plays alike—were
lyricized. Influenced by the Thumri style influ-
enced by the Hindustani Music they ran the entire
gamut of human emotion, ranging from his early
dirge-like Brahmo devotional hymns to quasi-erot-
ic compositions. They emulated the tonal colour
of classical ragas to varying extents. Some songs
mimicked a given raga’s melody and rhythm faith-
fully; others newly blended elements of different
ragas. Yet about nine-tenths of his work was not
bhanga gaan, the body of tunes revamped with
“fresh value” from select Western, Hindustani,
Bengali folk and other regional flavours “external”
to Tagore’s own ancestral culture.

FIRST DAY COVER

@AGCRE CENGENARY
7 MAY 1961

INDIAN POSTS & TELEGRAPHS

First Day cover issued on 7 May, 1961,with
Tagore’s autograph in English and stamp of 15 Ps
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12 Annas Stamp Issued on Oct 1, 1952
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India so far has issued 8 postage stamps on
Tagore including 2 Miniature Sheets
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Special Cover issued on Gandhi Jayanti day
2-10-2002

A stamp of Rs.15 issued with the painting
of Tagore titled Dak Ghar.. Although most famed
for his poetry Tagore was a creative genius who
played a crucial role in the cultural renaissance of
India and Bengal in the 19" and early 20" century.
He was a great painter too.

B Lo COVER

g the sy things, good and bt
thaat the ilori secodid i frvdivcer,

dnrely the sl dgtem, wihih covers the aos
AT AT RABINDRANATH TAGORE

100 HIIA INDIA

A ovaeet o' 5 vt Bervegfoeant aodiodiie,

. Fesveherrtind HNedhrne REO trtested 100 001

£33 154

TMEFEY  POST OFFICE

A stamp of Rs.1 issued with the beautiful
painting of Rabindranth Tagore in 1978
fr,"l‘..'"-.f-:\ .:.-‘.- SR . . - 2{1\‘“.29“

First Day Cover issued on Dak Ghar on 13
Oct 1954, where Jawaharlal Nehru commented *
Among the many the many things, good and bad, 5 . (15
that the modern world has produced, surely the sl R A | @
postal system, which covers the world is one of | &% : | ¥ & -
its most beneficent activities’.

A Miniature sheet with two stamps depicting

L T--—g«gﬂf-:-és.—-‘fu 3 Rabindranath _Tagore, of the Ya_llue of Rs.S_ each.
'?.fﬂ B 7M. F%ﬂ The stamp depicts Tagore’s writing one of his most
Shgreiihand /2 ap famous poem, where the mind is without fear.......

WISVA BHARAT GOLDEN JUBILEE (given below), back ground shows Upasana Ghar

at Santiniketan. Tagore performing in his ¢ Valmiki
pratibha’ and a painting by him.

20 p Stamp issued on Visva Bharati Golden Jubilee
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Where tirefeas astriving sbrebches
tb&mmtowmd&per{edwm
Where the clear skv

haes mob o it way into the dreary

depest sand of, dead habit;

Whese the mind. i bsadfowwasd. by thee

The superlative poem, titled “Where the
Mind is without Fear”, talks about the boundless
power of human knowledge, valour of standing by
the truth, and the essence of true freedom.
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Gurudev Rabindanath Tagore First Day Cover
for issue of Rs.2 stamp

urz o 200

Maxi Card issued in New Delhi Information Brochure
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A special cover issued with beautiful
cancellation of Tagore on 1-2-2011
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CONFLICT S, HAR MONY AND PEACE

WORLD THINKERS AND POETS' PEACE MEET
27THTO 31 DECEMBER, 2010 KOLKATA, INDIA |

.. SPECIAL CIVER
27,1220}

A special cover issued in Calcutta on 31 Decem-
ber 2010 at World Thinkers and Poet’s Meet

Stamps issued by some of the foreign countries
on Tagore

Many Foreign countries such as Bangla-
desh, Bulgaria, Sweden, Vietnam, Brazil, USSR,

Romania, Argentina, Venezuela have issued
stamps in his honour A first day cover and stamps issued by Bangla-

desh as a joint celebration
B o 52020 D H Y, BB, 0, B,

First Day Cover
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Mahatma Gandhi and Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore

Rabindranath Tagore and Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi, two great Indians of the late Nine-
teenth and early Twentieth Century had between
them a kinship and appreciation of deepest char-
acter. They both were for Indianism, humanism,
and emancipation of dispossed. Jawaharlal Nehru
in his jail diary in 1941 wrote “Gandhi and Tagore,
two types of entirely different from each other and
yet both of typical of India, both in the long line of
India’s great men. Among the tout ensemble , that
| felt that among world’s geat men today Gandhi
and Tagore were supreme as human beings . What
Good Fortune for me get into close contact with
them.” Because of great relation between them,
it attracted many organisations to issue special
covers on them. Some of them are depicted below.

Special cover issued in 2002 at Patna with Tag-
ore and Gandhi titled <’who made him Mahatma
and who said him Mahatma”

WL, 2015

R T - W e
DAKER SAAZ - STAMP EXHIBITION 2015
B-13 Octoben2015

Sprcial cover issued during DAKER SAAZ
Stamp Exhibition, on the occasion of the Centu-
ry of First Meeting of Tagore and Gandhiji

Tagore first called Gandhi a Mahatma or a
great soul. He said at "Gandhiji’s call India blos-

somed forth to new greatness, Just as once before,
in earlier times , when Buddha proclaimmed the
truth , of fellow feeling and compassion among all
living creatures” Gandhiji called him the Great
sentnel or “ Gurudev”.

To the outside world Tagore never hesitated
to project the Mahatma Gandhi as the spiritual
soul of India. In a letter to China’s Marshall
Chian Kai Sek is 1938, he wrote the expectation
shown in its full luminous streak of fulfilment
in the person of Gandhi in a historical horizon
obscured by centuries of ....? Chiang Sek replied
to the letter(concern on China Japan conflict) as
“Respected Gurudev Tagore”.

In spite of their differences Tagore salutes
Gandhiji’s spirit and the sea change he had brought
into the lives of Indians but was unable to follow
him in his steps. However, Rabindranath was not
hesitant of paying his tributes to Gandhiji. He said,
“He (Gandhiji) stopped at the threshold of huts of
thousands of dispossessed.

fidm aron - PECIAL COVER
siféanitres - AHIMSAPEX - 2010

In 1940, a year before Tagore’s death, Gand-
hiji along with Kasturbaa Gandhi went to see the
ailing poet, where Tagore asked him to take charge
of Vishwaa Bharati after his absence. In 1951 after
Independence, Vishwa Bharti was taken over by
the Government of India as a central university

Bapu, Baa and Tagorre in Shantiniketan in
spring festival
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Tagore with Einstein in 1930
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Rabindranath Tagore attended a number of
Congress sessions in Calcutta where he composed
songs and song ‘JANA Gana Mana the National
Anthem was the opening song of the second day
of Congress session in 1911.

fagra smeror Special Cover

A special cover issued during Bilapex 2012,
with waiting room in station where Tagore had
to wait for 6 hrs

F
i
E
§
£
i

:? a Dak Runner st
Shi am» vm o-« 2

A special post card issued by Sri Lanka to
honour Tagore
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Coins on Rabindranath Tagore

To Commemorate Rabindranath Tagore
Rs.150/- and 5 Rs. coins were issued in 2011

fPG ?G\‘
760 BIRTY D

Rs.150/-

Al
va).g

el C ani

Rs 5/- coin

Before ending the article a beautiful poem
by Parama Pujya Guruiji

‘Leave This’

Leave this chanting and singing and telling
of beads!

Whom dost thou worship in this lonely
dark corner of a temple with doors all shut?
Open thine eyes and see thy God is not before thee!
He is there where the tiller is tilling the hard ground
and where the path maker is breaking stones.
He is with them in sun and in shower,
and his garment is covered with dust.
Put off thy holy mantle and even like him come
down on the dusty soil!

The poem ‘Leave This’ addresses the hypoc-
risy within our hearts in the name of religion. In
our pursuit of God, we truly seem to be running
away from Him.
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