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attain the final bliss is the theme of the

“Adhyaatma Raamaayanam”).
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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 6
Assamese Playback Singer
Bhupen Hazarika
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Bhupen Hazarika was an Indian play back sing-
er, lyricist, musician, singer poet and film maker from
Assam widely known as Sudhakantha. His songs, writ-
ten and sung mainly in the Assamese language by him-
self are marked by humanity and universal brotherhood
and have been translated and sung in many languages
most notably in Bengali, and Hindi. His songs, based
on the themes of communal amity, universal justice
and empathy, have become popular among the people
of Assam besides West Bengal and Bangladesh. He is
also acknowledged to have introduced the culture and
folk music of Assam and North East India to Hindi
cinema at the national level. He was awarded Bharat
Ratna posthumously in 2019.

He received the National Film award for the Best
Music Direction in 1975. Reclplent of Sangeet Natak
Academy award (1987), Padmashri (1977) and Pad-
ma Bhushan(2001). Hazarika was awarded the Dada
Saheb Phalke award (1992), highest award of India
for cinema by the Government of India, and Sangeet
Natak Academy Fellowship(2008), the Highest award
of Sangeet Natak Academy, India’s national Academy
for Music, Dance and Drama.
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A stamp of RS.5 and a miniature sheet with
Bhupen Hazarika was issued in 2013 on completion
of 100 years of India Cinema
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First day cover of Legendary Singers of
India including RS.5 stamp on Bhupen Hazar
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Sheetlet of Legendary singers of India
Professional life

After he completed his M.A he briefly worked
at the All India Radio station at Guwahati, before em-
barking on his Doctoral studies at Columbia University.
His thesis © Demystifying Dr Bhupen Hazarika: envi-
sioning education for India ‘ edited by Tej Hazarika
and published by Cool Grove Press was available in
US. Soon after completing his education, he became a
teacher at Gauhati University. After few years he left
the job and went to Kolkata where he established him-
self as a successful Music Director and singer. During
that period Hazarika made several award-winning
Assamese films such as Shakuntala, Pratidwani etc.
and composed evergreen music for many Assamese
films. He was also considered a new trend setter in
Bengali Music . The famous musical genre of West
Bengal, the Jeevanmukhi geet started by Kabir Suma in
1990’s thought to be influenced by Hazaarika. Bhupen
Hazarika composed music for films from Bangladesh
too which got International acclaim. He was elected as
the President of Assam Sahitya Sabha in 1993.
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Carnatic music is one of the two main
classical music traditions of India, the other being
Hindustani music. It has its roots in the southern
part of India and is primarily associated with the
states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Kerala. Carnatic music is not just
a musical form but also a cultural and spiritual
experience. Its complex structure, emotional
depth, and emphasis on devotion make it a
unique and profound tradition within the world
of classical music. The propagation of Carnatic
music historically relied on the guru-shishya
parampara where the students learn directly
from a guru (master). This pedagogical approach
places a strong emphasis on oral tradition, with
students not only memorizing compositions but
also internalizing the subtleties of expression
imparted by their teachers. The musical stage in
Kakinada had also in a similar fashion begun from
a prominent figure who helped with the spread of
musical knowledge.,

Sri. C.S. Krishnayyar was the pioneer
in establishing the Carnatic music stage in
Kakinada. He had initially travelled to Kakinada
on the pretext of his employment and settled
there for the decades to come. He played a crucial
role in founding the Carnatic Music tradition
in Pithapuram and Kakinada. Additionally,
the Regella family played significant roles in
introducing Hindustani music to Kakinada.

As a Carnatic music Vidwan, he initiated
music instruction through classes and sessions,
garnering numerous students and disciples.
Over time, Carnatic music became synonymous
with Kakinada during this era. The students of
Sri. Krishnayyar disseminated their knowledge
to various places around Kakinada, including
Amalapuram, Rajolu, and beyond.

MUSIC LEGACY OF MUNUGANTI FAMILY

Sri. Munuganti Sree Ramulu Panthulu
gaaru, one of the ardent disciples of Sri.
Krishnayyar learned Carnatic music with high
dedication and became a great Vidwan. He was
a great violinist too. Driven by his passion and
commitment, he effectively promoted Carnatic
music. He founded a music school and Gaana
Sabha by the name Sree Rama Samajam around the
1900s, marking the entry of the Munuganti family
into the realm of Carnatic Music in Kakinada. The
contribution of the Munuganti Family to the music
scene in Kakinada was vast and immeasurable
and the lineage of the Munuganti family boasted
musicologists and composers too.

Enrolling students from diverse backgrounds,
including Nayi Brahmins, females, and males, he
diligently instructed them in the Gurukul Paddathi
(method). Under this approach, students resided
with the guru, who extended provisions of food
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and shelter until the completion of their music
education.

During that era, the British military boasted
popular music bands. Sri. SreeRamulu Panthulu
gaaru cultivated a keen interest and fondness for
certain instruments employed in British bands,
notably the Saxophone, Trumpet, and Mukhveena.
He imported these instruments via ships from
foreign origins, investing considerable time in
mastering them and integrating their use into the
realm of Carnatic music.

Sri. Munuganti Narayana Rao gaaru,
father of Panakala Rao gaaru, is also a Musician
and Composer.

Sri. Munuganti Panakala Rao gaaru was
a composer and one of the important personalities
in the music world. He was not only a musician
but also a Violinist who had given many concerts
in different places. He was the disciple of Sri.
Munuganti Sree Ramulu Panthulu gaaru and he
had also learned violin from him. He authored and
released a pair of music books aimed at aiding both
music learners and enthusiasts. These publications,
namely “Sangeetha Kruthi Darpanam” and “Swara
Varna Sudhanidhi,” hold significant value.

Particularly, “Sangeetha Krithi Darpanam”
has emerged as the go-to resource for students
preparing for music examinations and forms an
integral part of the curriculum. It’s noteworthy
that all his compositions were exclusively written
in Telugu.

Under British Rule, kings of small kingdoms,
like Pithapuram, Ramachandrapuram, and Tuni
established various educational institutions in
Kakinada. Educational institutions such as P
R College, Rangaraya Medical College, and
Industrial Training Institute (ITI) are the most
popular among the institutions established. The
Maharajas of Pithapuram had a lot of affinity
towards performing arts, especially music and
dance. Maharajas of those times used to appoint
music teachers in high schools, in this pretext Sri.
Panakala Rao gaaru was appointed as a music
teacher in the school.
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Munuganti Venkata Rao Panthulu gaaru,
a famous music vidwan, worked as a music
lecturer at P R College for B.A. music students.
He learned Carnatic music on his own without
becoming a disciple of a guru. He gained abundant
music knowledge from his father Sree Ramulu
Panthulu gaaru while his father was teaching
his students. In 1910, Sri. Venkata Rao Panthulu
gaaru had constructed a building for Sree Rama
Samajam that provided food and shelter to his
disciples and trained them in music.

Esteemed musicians and vidwans such as
Smt. Seetha & Smt. Anasuya (renowned for folk
& classical music), Veena Vidwan Sri. Eemani
Sankara Sastry, B.A. music student, and vocalist
Sri. Oleti Venkateswarulu were dedicated disciples
of Sri. Munuganti Venkata Rao Panthulu gaaru.
They underwent musical training in the Gurukula
system and achieved recognition as AIR-graded
artists.

Sri. Venkata Rao gaaru had performed in
various places like Madras, Nagpur, etc. (all over
India). Each of his performances stood out as
a highlight, earning praise from a multitude of
admirers. His profound knowledge of Carnatic
music was duly recognized through numerous
awards and accolades. Parupalli Ramakrishnayya
Panthulu gaaru has felicitated and conferred
Sri. Venkata Rao gaaru with the title “Gayaka
Samrat” and also decorated with Golden Bracelet
(Kankanam).

The Munuganti family contributed a lot to
the development of music, learners, and lovers
in and around Kakinada to establish Kakinada as
an important place of music, they also put a lot
of effort into establishing a Gaana Sabha and a
magazine for music.

Sree Rama Samajam Gaana Sabha was
started in 1894 by Sree Ramulu gaaru and a free
music coaching school associated with Gaana
Sabha. This is the foremost Sabha in Andhra
Pradesh. This Sabha celebrates the Navarathri
festival for 10 days, all the famous musicians have
participated in the festival programs. Venkat Rao
Pantulu garu had transformed Sree Rama Samajam
into a society and appointed trustees.

Sangeetha Vidwath Sabha At the age
of 20 years, Sri. Munuganti Sree Ram Murthy

gaaru established a sabha named, Sangeetha
Vidwath Sabha in collaboration with his friends
Sri. kilambi Rangacharyulu gaaru, Peri Subbarao

EVASE FrF S 7N\ 7\«

526 2024

EAY T Ay 29




564 hoRé S506at

S D B D D B B 0 TS B B e

gaaru, Pidaparthi Venkatanarayana gaaru, with
an aim to conduct monthly music concerts. This
Sabha has provided a platform for both emerging
talents and experienced, prominent artists.

Gaanakala: A Magazine for music,
Gaanakala, was founded in June-1962, by
Munuganti Sri Rama Murthy gaaru. It has
published musical notifications and various
articles related to music for the benefit of aspiring
musicians. Articles that delve into music theory,
characteristics of raga, notations, composers,
various music sabhas (organization), artists and
other associated works were brought into the
light with the magazine’s every release. Sri Ram
Murthy devoted himself to nurturing Gaanakala
and brought it up to international standards with
the help of his son Sri. Venkat Rao gaaru.

Like this, the Munuganti family played
a decisive and critical role in carrying the
Carnatic Music mantle from the old age to the
contemporary age by propagating music through
Sishya Prasishya, composing music, establishing
Gaana Sabha, publishing a few important books,
musical journal by publishing monthly music
magazine Gaanakala.

This way their contributions are immense
and memorable for future generations.

Yelamanchili M N S V Lakshmi (Maanasa)
Asst. Professor (C), Telangana Mahila
Viswa Viydalayam, Hyderabad, India
PHD Scholar - Vedic Wellness University,
Florida, U S A
Guide: Dr. Smt. Dwaram Lakshmi

ISBN 978-93-340-4719-6

9 "7893347047196™>
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MUSIC COMPETITIONS ON THE COMPOSITIONS OF
PADMAVIBHUSHAN AND VAGGEYAKARA

Dr. MANGALAMPALLI BALAMURALI KRISHNA

The Musicians and Connoisseurs of Carnatik Music are aware that VISAKHA MUSIC
ACADEMY has been regularly organising a concert on every Birthday of Dr.MBK as grateful
homage to the Maestro.

The Academy feels that it is not a sufficient tribute for his legendary stature as a Musician,
Multi-Instrumentalist, Vaggeyakara and Apoorva Raag-Karta. He was the genius par-excellence ever
born in the world of Carnatic Music.

Visakha Music Academy has decided to shoulder the responsibility of popularizing the
Compositions of MBK like his Varnams, Kritis, Thillanas etc amongst the upcoming musicians and
thereby make them available for Rasikas to enjoy.

Towards this pursuit, Music Competitions will be conducted in various formats for participants
in different age groups — as given in the attached sheet. As a step towards larger participation,
that we will be conducting the competitions online for those who live outside Visakhapatnam
besides physical participation.

Inspiring cash Awards, Mementos and Certificates of Merit will be awarded to the toppers in
each category.

The competitions will be conducted from June 28-30 and Awards presented on the birthday
of Dr MBK falling on July 6, 2024.

Candidates winning the top rank in all categories, will be given an opportunity to perform on
the MBK Birthday falling on July 6,2024 at Kala Bharathi A.C.Auditorium, Pithapuram Colony,
Visakhapatnam.

MUSIC COMPETITIONS ON COMPOSITIONS OF

Dr. BALAMURALI KRISHNA
Category: 1-Age 12 to 18 yrs. Category: 3 - Age 18 to 25 yrs
One Varnam One Kirtana with Manodharma and
One Kirtana One Thillana
Total duration — 10 min. Total duration — 20 min.
Category: 2-Age 18 to 25 yrs Category: 4- Age 20 to 35 yrs.
One Kirtana composed in Melakarta RTP in the Ragas created by MBK.
Raaga and one Thillana Duration — 30 min.
Total duration — 15 min.

Venue for the Competitions
Residence of CA V. Chandra Sekhar
Managing Trustee - SadyoJatam Trust, 6-20-8, East Point Colony, Visakhapatnam — 530 017

Dates of Competitions : June 28- 30, 2024

Last date for Receiving the Entries : 18-6-2024
Timings : 09.30a.m - 12.45 p.m & 3 p.m.- 6.15 p.m.
The dates and timings will be intimated to the participants well in advance.
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Rules : 1) Copy of Aadhar card which serves as age proof.
2) Entry fees of Rs.200 is to be sent favouring Visakha Music Academy,
SB Account No0.10025546151, Sate Bank of India, MVP Colony Branch,
Visakhapatam. [IFSC SBIN0004158.
Alternately it may be sent through Paytm or Google Pay.

Applications may be sent to the following address
Sri A. Bhujangarao, Jt. Secretary VMA
402-Suryanarasimha Residency, 43-23-4/17 Dondaparty, Venkataraju Nagar.
Visakhapatnam - 530016
brayyagari@rediffmail.com or visakhamusic@gmail.com

Contact phone numbers : 94405 92636, 94401 32213

Details of Cash Awards
Category - 1 : 5000, 3000, 2000 Category -2 : 5000, 3000, 2000

Category -3 : 8000, 5000, 3000 Category-4 : 10000, 6000, 4000

Based on the number of entries, there is every scope to increase the number of prizes.

We also give an opportunity for the topper in each of the Categories to showcase their talent in
the Award function on July 6, 2023 at Kala Bharathi Auditorium, Visakhapatnam.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE PARTICIPANTS

1. All the participants are required to report at least 30 minutes ahead of the starting time of their respective time
slots ( including online participants ).

2. All the participants to wear the traditional dress.

3. Those participants who have participated in the same competitions last year would be asked by the Judges to sing
any one of the items they have presented in the competitions last year. After this item, participants may present
their choice of items for this year’s competitions. Both would be considered for assessment for evaluation of this
competition.

4. This is aimed at popularizing more number of items of MBK.

5. All participants should render the Varnam / Keertana / Thillana without referring to the script.

6. Judges decision will be final in respect of award of prizes and no review or discussion will be entertained.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE ONLINE PARTICIPANTS

1. All the participants are required to download JioMeet App in their devices, be it a Cell phone, TAB or LAPTOP.

2. We will share the link for login and Password.

3. The devices shall be kept stationery at one place without moving it. The devise should be positioned in such a way

that the participant shall be seen completely in sitting posture.

4. Sruti Box or Tamura should be kept away from the device so that there is no interference with audio quality. However,

the Sruti should be auditable along with the rendition.

5. All the participants shall login at the start time of their respective time slots.
6. Audio shall be kept in mute till such time they are asked to sing.
7. Avoid all possible disturbances and people going around when the completion is under progress..
8. Make sure the internet connections are live and there is power backup.
9. Organizers shall not be responsible for poor video / audio quality at your end and failure of power / internet.
Visakhapatnam M.S.Srinivas
April 30, 2024 Secretary
Visakha Music Academy
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