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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 5
Renowned Hindustani Vocalist Bharat Ratna

Bhimsen Joshi
Cdr G. Sriramarao, .N(Retd)
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Pandit Bhimsen Joshi was an Indian Vocalist
from Karnataka, in the Hindustani Classical tradi-
tion. He is known for the Khayal form of Singing,
as well as his popular renditions of devotional
music (bhajans and abhangs). Bhimsen Joshi be-
longs to Kirana Gharana tradition of Hindustani
classsical music. Pandit Joshii is noted for his con-
certs. In fact it was reported that no other singer in
India has given so many concerts as Pandit Joshi.

In 1998, he was awarded the Sangeet Na-
tak Academi Fellowship, the highest honour

conferred by Sangeet Natak Academi for Music,
Dance and Drama. Susequently he received Bharat
Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour, in 2009. He
is also known as the ‘God of Singing’ or ‘God of
Music’.

Bharat Ratna Award Bharat Ratna Award
(Reverse Side)
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Pandit Bhimsen Joshi was presented Bharat
Ratna at his home in Pune Maharashtra in a sim-
ple ceremony. The award which was announced
after a gap of seven years was presented to the 87
years Bhimsen Joshi by an AddItional Secretary
of Home Ministry.

In terms of usual practice Joshi was request-
ed to indicate his preference to coming to New
Delhi to receive the decoration of the award of
Bharat Ratna from the President Smt Pratibha Pa-
til. However on account of his frail health Panditji
requested it to be presented at his home in a low
key affair with minimum personnel.

In 1964, King of Afghanistan, Mohammad
Zahir Shah, himself invited Pandit Joshi for a
concert in Kabul. Between 1964 and 1982 Joshi
toured Italy, France, Canada and USA. He was
the first musician from India whose concerts
were advertised through posters in New York city,
United States.

Stamp of Bhimsen Joshi issued in 2014

India Post to honour the renowned vocalist
of Hindustani music issued a stamp of Rs.25 along
with Pandit Ravi Shankar a Sitarist who is also a
Baharat Ratna and with six other famous musi-
cians who are and recipients of Padma Vibhushan
India’s second highest civilian honour, in the form
of sheetlet in addition to one sheetlet on each of
the eight musicians. This is the first time India Post
issued eight sheetlets on musicians.

AEAW AT

Sheetlet of the two Bharat Ratnas Pandit Ravi
Shankar and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi and six other
famous musicians who are Padma Vibhushans

H{maA =efl
Bhimsen Joshi

Sheeetlet of Pandit Bhimsen Joshi

His first music teacher was Channappa of
Kurtakoti, who had trained with veteran singer
Inayat Khan. Bhimsen Joshi next went to Pandit
Shyamacharya Joshi, who was a classical singer
who taught him to sing and play Harmonium. It
was a turning point when Bhimsen Joshi accom-
panied Shri Shyamacharya Joshi to Bombay for
recording of songs by HMV where Shri Shyam-
acharya Joshi after recording few songs fell ill
and asked Shri Bhimsen Joshi to render the rest of
the songs which was a breakthrough in the initial
stage of his career. Later he moved to Gwalior and
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joined in Madhava Music School a school run by
Maharajas of Gwalior, with the help of famous
Sarod player Hafiz Ali Khan. He later continued
his training with Sawai Gandharva.

He performed live at the age of 19. His al-
bum was released by HMV in 1942. Later Joshi
moved to Mumbai in 1943 and worked as a Ra-
dio artist. His performance at a concert in 1946
won him accolades from his Guru and audience.
Later his performances were acknowledged to be
marked by spontaneity, accurate note, dizzingly
paced taans which make use of his exceptional
voice training. Joshi’s singing has been influenced
by many singers. He along with Smt Gangubhai
Hangal and with others took kirana gharana to
heights and are proudly referred to as worthy son
and daughter of Kirana Gharana.

Pandiat Bhimsen Joshi was widely recog-
nized in India due to his performance in the Mile
Sur Mera Tumhara(1988), a national integration
song, which begins with him. He was also part
of Jana Gana Mana produced by AR Rahman on
the occasion of 50" year of India’s Republic. He
sang in numerous films along with famous musi-
cians both Hindustani and Carnatic and in many
languages.

India Post post issued a stamp of Bhimsen
Joshi of Rs.3 in 2006 in the series of Makers of
India

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi received following
awards and recognitions

1972 Padma Shri 1976 Sangeet Natak
Academy award 1985 Padma Bhushan

1985 National Film Award for Best Male
Playback Singer 1986 FIRST Platinum Disc

1999 Padma Vibhushan 2000 Aditya
Vikram Birla Kalashikar Puraskar 2002 Maha-
rastra Bhushan

2003 Swathi Sangeetha Puraskaram by Govt
of kerala 2005 Karnataka Ratna

2008 Bharat Ratna 2008 Swami
Haridas Award

2009 Lifetime achievement award by Delhi
Government
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