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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 4

BHARAT RATNA BISMILLAH KHAN
(Star Maestro)
Cdr G. Sriramarao, [.N(Retd)
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Ustad Bismillah Khan was the fourth clas-
sical Musician and the the second nstrumentalist
to be honoured with the highest Indian civilian
award of Bharat Ratna in 2001. Born on 21 March
1916 into a family of taditional Muslim musicians,
often referred to by the title Ustad, was an Indian
Musician credited with popularizing the Sehnai, a
subcontinental wind instrument of the oboe class.
While the Sehnai had long held importance as a
folk instrument played primarily in traditional cer-
emonies, Khan is crdited with elevating its status

and bringing it to the concert stage.
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President KR Narayanan presenting
Bharat Ratna to Ustad Bismillah Khan

His father was court musician employed in
the court of Maharaja Keshav Prasad singh of
Dumoron Estate in Bihar. His grand father was
also musician in Dumraon palace. Upon seeing
the new born his grand father is said to have
exclaimed ‘Bismillah’ or ‘in the name of Allah’,
and there after he came to be known by this name.
He was moved at the age of six, to Varanasi in
the state of Uttar Pradesh to be apprenticed. to
his maternal uncle, a Shehnai player attached to
Kashi Viswanath Temple. At the age of 14 Bis-
millah accompanied his uncle to the Allahabad
Music Confeence. Although a devout Shia Mus-
lim, throughout his long career Khan took issue
with rigidity orthodox islam elders who felt that
playing Shehnai was contrary to his principles of
faith. Instead , he came to be seen as an example
of the successful, progressive culture that evolved
out of Hindu-Muslim encounter in India.

resé% boRé sttt [ Y, T A A T A Y

Bismillah Khan had a brief association with
movies. He played the Shehnai for superstar Ra-
jkumar’s role of Appanna in the Kannada movie
Sanadhi Appanna which became a blockbuster. He
acted in the movie Jalsaghar, a movie by Satyajit
Ray and provided Shehnai in Goonj Uthi Sheh-
nai(1959). In the film Graduate there is a poster
advertising ‘Bismillah Khan and the seven Musi-
cians’ on a street of Berkeley, California.

India post honoured Bismillah Khan by
issue of a stamp with him and Sehnai

Stamp of Rs. 5 issued on 21-8-2018

e e Jaaon FIRST DAY COVER . " ’.,-.—.
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Fere fifeets il 19162008 USTAD BISHILLAH KHAN

First Day cover with a cancellation of
beautiful Shehnai

3w [ARsceme @

USTAD BISMILLAH KHAN. 1916-2006

Folder issued on 21-8-2018
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Two great Musical Stalwarts in their own
fields of Sitar and Shehnai

and both Bharat Ratnas playing on the

same stage

A Rs.3 stamp in the series of Makers of India
was also issued on Bismillah Khan in March 2016

In addition to Bharat Ratna in 2001, he was
awarded with the Padma Vibhushan in 1980

Padma Bhushan in 1968
Padma Shri in 1961
Sangeet Natak Academy award in 1966

Tansen Award from the Govt of Madhya
Pradesh

Honarary Doctorates from Benaras Hindu
University, Visva Bharathi University and San-
tiniketan

Talwar Mausiquee from Republic of Iran
in 1992

Fellow of Sangeet Natak Academy in 1994

He had participated in the World Exhibition
in Montreal, and Cannes Art Festival and Osaka
Trade Fair

His 80" Birthday was celebrated by the
World Music Institute in New York

He was requested to come to play Shehnai

at the First Independence Day celebrations on 15%
August 1947, in Delhi Red Fort by the then Indian
Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and he
played on the evening of 15 August 1947. He also
performed Raga Kafi at the first Republic Day
from the Red Fort on 26" January 1950.

A street was named as Bharat Ratna Ustad
Bismillah Khan Marg in Hyderabad Telangana
on 7 April 2013, by Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia
and Famous Telugu Film Director K Viswanath

[ :L‘rglli\“ |

Prime minister Vajpayee and other dignitar-
ies welcoming him

Bismillah Khan died on 21 August 2006 due
to cardiac arrest after deteorating health. Ustad’s
last wish - to perform at India Gate could not be
fulfilled. He wanted to pay tributes to the mar-
tyers. He is survived by five daughters, three sons
and a large no of grand childrren and great grand
children, and his adopted daughter Soma Ghosh(
a hindustani shastriya sanget exponent). His body
along with a Shehnai was buried at Fatemaan
burial ground of old Varanasi under a neem tree
with a 21 — gun salute from the Indian Army. The
Govt of India declared a day of national mourning
on his death.
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Carnatic Quartet regrets to inform the Sad Demise of renowned Vidwan Sangeetha

Natak Academi Awardee Shri.O.S. THYAGARAJAN 31st of December 2023 !
Our heartfelt Condolences to the bereaved family.

Our Deepest Condolences to his disciples and family members!

May His Soul Rest In Peace !

Pranams.

O. S. Thiagarajan (born 3 April 1947 is a Carnatic Musician based in Chennai. He is the
son and disciple of Sangeetha Booshanam O.V.Subrahmanyam. He learnt music from Sangee-
tha Kalanidhi T. M. Thiagarajan, while Padmabhushan Lalgudi Jayaraman provided guidance/
mentorship early in his career. An ‘A-Top’ graded artist of the All India Radio and of Doord-
arshan, he has been giving a large number of concerts, and is considered one of the eminent
artists of his generation. He is regularly featured by all leading sabhas in Chennai as well as
throughout India and has been accompanied by top accompanists such as Lalgudi Shri.G.Jayar-
aman, M.S. Gopalakrishnan, V.V. Subrahmanyam on violin, Palghat Mani Iyer, Dr T.K.Murthy,
Palghat Raghu, Karaikudi Mani, Trichy Sankaran, Umayalpuram Sivaraman on mridanagm,
Shri.G Harishankar on Kanjira and Vikku Vinayakaram on Ghatam.He has toured many coun-
tries, including USA, Canada, Australia, Singapore, Middle East, Malaysia, Hong Kong, South
Africa, and many cities in Europe. He worked as Dean and Faculty of Fine Arts at Annamalai
University for 5 years. He has trained many disciples who are active on the concert circuit.
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