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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 2

BHARAT RATNA Pandit Ravi Shankar
(Star Maestro)
Cdr G. Sriramarao, [.N(Retd)
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The following Musicians were awarded
Bharat Ratna in the years indicated

M.S Subbulakshmi 1998
Pandit Ravi Shankar 1999
Lata Mangeshkar 2001
Ustad Bismillah Khan 2001
Bhimsen Joshi 2009 Bharat Ratrna Award Bharat Ratna Sweard
. (Rewverse Side)
Bhupen Hazarika 2019
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Pandit Ravi Shankar KBE, Sitar Maestro
was an Indian Musician and a composer of Hin-
dustani classical Music. He was the best-known
proponent of the Sitar in the second half of 20®
century and influenced many other musicians
throughout the world.

Born on 7 April 1920 in Varanasi. He was
the first Instrumentalist to be honoured with Bharat
Ratna, India’s highest civilian award in 1999. He
was also member Parliament, Rajya Sabha from
12 May 1986 till 11 May 1992. He spent his youth
as dancer touring India and Europe with the dance
group of his brother Uday Shankar. He gave up
dancing in 1938 to study Sitar playing under court
musician Allauddin Khan. After finishing his
studies in 1944, Shankar worked as a composer,
creating the music for Apu Triology, by Satyajit

Ray, and was music director of All India Radio,
New Delhi from 1949 to 1956.

In 1956 Shankar began to tour Europe and

the Americas playing Indian Classical Music and
increased its popularity there in the 1960s through
teaching, performance, and his association with
Yehudi Menuhin and Beatles guitarist George
Harrison.

In addition to the India’s highest civilian
award he received three, Grammy awards for
his outstanding work. Dubbed the “Godfather of
world music” by George Harrison of the Beatles.
For the film Gandhi, he shared with George Fenton
an Oscor for best original score in 1983.

George Harrison produced and participat-
ed in two record albums, Shankar Family and
Friends and Festival of India, both composed by
Ravi Shankar. He was posthumously awarded two
Grammy awards in 2013, one for life time achieve-
ment, another for The Living Room sessions Part
1 in the world music category.

His main companion for decades was dancer
Kamala Shastri . He also had a relationship with
New york concert producer Sue Jones, with whom
he fathered singer Norah Jones. Son ‘Subho’
Shankar was also a musician who often toured
with him. He passed on the Baton as it were to his
daughter Anushka. He died on 11 December 2012.

India post honoured him by issue of a stamp,
a mixed sheeetlet with another 7 famous musi-
cians, and a sheetlet of 8 stamps in 2016.

Rs 25 stamp on Pandit Ravi Shankar issued

B #D 5 ES D BT LB B B BT AR B AR N
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India Post also issued a definitive stamp

of Rs 3 on Pandit Ravi Shankar under the series
Makers of India
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First Day Cover on Pandit Ravi Shankar and
Vocalist Bhimsen Joshi both Bharat Ratnas and 6
other famous musicians
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In addition to Bharat Ratna and Grammy
awards Pandit Ravi Shankar also received

Sangeet Natak Academy Award 1962
Padma Bhushan 1967

RSB T 3_.2,.;,;; ST 'v “ Sangeet Natak Fellowship 1975

S 0145 S

Padma Vibhushan 1981
A Sheetlet of nine stamps issued on Pandit

Ravi Shankar Kalidas Samman from the Govt of Madhya

Pradesh for 1987-88
Raman Magsaysay award 1992

Commander of the Legion of Honour of
France 2000 Honorary Knight Commander of
the order of British Empire(KBE) for Services to
Music 2001

Honorary member of the American Acade-
my of Arts and Letters

Honorary Doctor of Laws from the univer-
sity if Melbourne, Australia 2010

Honorary doctorates from many Indian
Uniiversities

And many many more...............

Ravi Shankar in 2011
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Bharat Ratna Musicians — 3

Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar

Indian Playback Singer

Bharat Ratna Awrard Bharat Ratna Award
[Revarse Skde)

Lata Mangeshkar born 28 September 1929,
is an Indian Playback singer, Music Director. And
producer. She is one of the best known and most
respected playback singers in India. She has re-
corded songs in over one thousand Hindi Films
and has sung songs in over thirty-six regional
Indian Languages and foreign languages, though
primarily in Marathi, Hindi and Bangali.

The Dadasaheb phalke Award was bestowed
on her in 1989 by the Govt of India. In 2001, in
her recognition of her contributions to the nation,
she was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest
civilian honour and is only the second vocalist ,
after MS Subbulakshmi, and third musician after
MS Subbulakshmi and Pandit Ravishankar to
receive the honour. France conferred on her its
highest civilian award Officer of the Legion of
Honour in 2007.

Since India post normally doesn’t issue
stamps on living personalities no stamp has been

issued on her till she died.

However for the information of readers In-
dia Post has so far issued stamps on the following

personalities when they were/are alive:

1. AN Karve 1958
2. Dr S Radhakrishnan 1954
3. Dr M Visveswarayya 1955
4.  Dr Rajendra Prasad 1962
5. DrV VGir 1975

6. Mother Teresa
Miniature sheet)

1997 ( stamp and

7. Sachin Tendulkar 2013 (stamp, Min-

iature sheet and a Sheetlet)
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[E E PRINCIPE

S Tome E Principe, an African Island Nation
close to the equator issued the above stamp, on her

Birth Anniversary in 2009.

She is also called as Queen of melody,
Voice of the Nation, Voice of the Millennium,
Nightingale of India. She is the recipient of three
National Film Awards, 15 Bengal Film Journalist’
Association Awards, Four Filmfare Best Female
Playback Awards, two Filmfare special awards,
Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award and many
more. In 1974, she became the first Indian to per-

form in the Royal Albert Hall.

Meena Khadikar, Asha Bhonsle, Usha
Mangeshkar, and Hridyanath Mangeshkar are her
siblings of whom she is the eldest. Her best Songs

on the defence forces are
Aye mere vatan ki logon.....................
Vande Mataram Vande Mataram..............

The social media posted a Marathi song

‘Aata Visavyache Kshana’ sung by Lata Mangesh-

kar, saying the song was her last recording. The
meaning of the song is ‘it is time to rest now’. The

song was reported to be recorded on 12 May 2019.

Prime Minister paid special tribute to the
legendary , Lata Mngeshkar on her 93™ birth
anniversary by remotely inaugurating an inter-
section in Ayodhya that has been named after the
late play back singer on 29 Sept 1922. He said
that the chowk will inspire the art world with its

spectacular veena and 92 lotuses made of marble

depicting her life journey.

The intersection on the banks of Sarayu
river features a 40 feet long and 12 ft high Veena
weighing 14 tons . It was inaugurated by UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Lata Mangeshkar sang the song Aye Mere
Vatan Ki Logo a famous song on the sacrifices
made by the Armed Forces after 1962 Indo China
conflict, music composed by C Ramachandra and
the lyrics were penned by Pradeep Kumar. Lata
sang the song for the first time 2 months after the
Sino Indian war of 1962, on Republic Day on
26 Jan 1963 where President Dr Sarvepalli Rad-
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hakrishnan and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
were present. After the event Lata was informed

that Nehru wanted to talk to her.

When I met Punditji I saw tears in his eyes
‘ Lata tumne aaj mujhe rula diya’, the singer
said .during an event held in Mumbai to mark
the 51% Anniversary of singing the song. As per
news reports Nehru said ” Those who don’’t feel
inspired by the song don”t deserve to be called a
Hindustani.” The immortal Nightingale died on 6
February 2022.

the presence of Jawaharlal Nehru.

A design of the special stamp on Lata
Mangeshkar, to be issued in 2022, but due to un-

known reasons was withdrawn.
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Visit us at : www.visakhamusicacademy.org ®©: 94401 32213
e-mail : vma_vizag@yahoo.co.in 94405 92636

VISAKHA MUSIC ACADEMY
D-coa) esesE eos0e58n e

54t Annual Festival of Music & Dance

At Kala Bharathi (A.C.) Auditorium, Pithapuram Colony, Visakhapatnam.
From 25-11-2023 to 30-11-2023 (6 Days)

PROGRAMME

25-11-23 6.15 p.m. Inauguration of the Festival

Saturday gy 5. Saketharaman (Chennai) .. Vocal
6:30 p.m. Sri MSN Murthy (Visakhapatnam) .. Violin
Dr. V.V Ramana Murthy (Visakhapatnam) Mridangam
Sri M. Hari Babu (Guntur) Ghatam

4 Reliving the magic of Balantrapu Rajanikanta Rao’s '

26-11-23 . . o
Music and Lyrical Compositions
Sunday  gysBoiRgnd SR HPS - 2R Do Dl BIAKEH0

10:00 a.m. Smt. Sreemati Ramnath and Ms. Shreya (Chennai) ... Musical Lecture Treat
(Venue : Sri Sankara Mattam, Dwaraka nagar)

Smt. Nirmala Rajasekhar E . .
Sri Chetan Joshi 6:30 p.m. Smt. Nirmala Rajasekhar (Chennai) Veena} Jugalbandi

Sri Chetan Joshi (Delhi) .. Venu
Sri Thanjavur Murugabhoopathi (chennai) Mridangam
Sri D. Chandraijith (Chennai) ..  Tabla

Conferment of Academy’s Title
27-11-23 Sangeeta Kala Saagara on Vidushi Mutnuru Jalajakshi
Smt. M. Jalajakshi (Visakhapatnam) Vocal
Monday smt. Lavanya Rupakula (Bengaluru) Vocal Support
6:15 p.m Sri M.S.N Murthy (Visakhapatnam) Violin
’ """ Sri K. Sadguru Charan (Vijayawada) Mridangam

i Sri S. Hanumantha Rao (TP Gudem) Ghatam ‘

28-11-23 Sri U. Rajesh (Chennai) Mandolin
Sri V.V. Srinivasa Rao (Chennai) Violin

Tuesday Dr. Patri Satish Kumar (Chennai) Mridangam

6:30 p.m. pr. S, Karthick (Chennai) Ghatam

29-11-23 smt. Amrutha Venkatesh (Chennai) Vocal
Wednesday Sri L. Ramakrishnan (Chennai) Violin
6:30 p.m. Sri S.J. Arjun Ganesh (Chennai) Mridangam

6.30 p.m. Annual Awards Presentation
Solo Dances & Mahakali - Dance Ballet ... Kuchipudi
30-11-23 . .
Thursd presented by Art India Foundation, Hyderabad
Llrtthf Concept, Research & Choreography
6:45 p.m. Prof. Anuradha Jonnalagadda
Music, & Nattuvangam
Sri Dandibhotla Srinivasa Venkata Sastry

* Please enroll as Patrons / Life Members of the Academy.
* Donations are exempt from Income Tax under section 80 - G of the Act.

Dr. S. Vijaya Kumar S.V. Rangarajan M.S. Srinivas V. Chandra Sekhar
Chief Patron President Secretary Treasurer

B.A. Raja Rao Dr. P Balamurali Krishna  T. Krishna Rao  A. Bhujanga Rao
Vice President Vice President Jt. Secretary Jt. Secretary

ADMISSION IS OPEN TO ALL

Prof. Anuradha Jonnalagadda

RATNA @ 9490990466
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