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BHARAT RATNA M.S. SUBBBULAKSHMI

(Carnatic singer and First musician ever to be awarded Bharat Ratna)

Cdr G. Sriramarao, .N(Retd)
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Madurai
Subbulakshmi is a name synonymous with

Shanmukhavadivu

the world of Carnatic music. The flawless
singer, whose voice almost had a divine
power, is the first musician to be awarded
the Bharat Ratna, in 1998, India’s highest

civilian honour prior to this. She was
honoured with Ramon Magasaysay award,
which is considered as Asia’s Nobel Prize,
in 1974 by which she became the first
Indian to do so, with the Citation reading”
Exacting purists acknowledge Srimati
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M.S.Subbulakshmi as the leading exponent
of classical and semi-classical songs in the

Carnatic tradition of South India.

M.S.Subbulakshmi

She was the first Indian who performed
in the United Nations General Assembly
in 1966. Though she is famous as an
exponent of Carnatic music, her expertise
in Hindustani classical music was not short
of briilliance. Subbulakshmi didn’t contain
herself with just music, for she forayed into
the field of acting as well.

Bharat Ratna Award Bharat Ratna Award
(Reverse Side)

The recipient of Bharat Ratna receives
from the President of India

1. A sanad( a certificate signed by the
President)

2. A Pepal leaf-shaped medallion.

There is no money grant associated
with the award.

Bharat Ratna recipients rank seventh

in the order of precedence

M.S.Subbulakshmi being awarded
Bharat Ratna by the President Dr KR
Narayanan

Subbulakshmi was born on
16 September 1916, to Veena Player
Shannmuvadiver Ammal and Subrahmaniya
Iyer. Her grandmother was a violonist. At an
early age she was trained in Carnatic music
under the tutelage of Semmangudi Srinivasa
Iyer and subsequently in Hindustani music
under Pandit Narayanrao Vyas. Her mother
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was a music exponent, and Subbulakshmi
grew up in an environment very conducive
to musical learning. Her musical interests
were also shaped by regular interactions
with Karaikudi Sambasiva Iyer and
Ariyakudi Ramanuja lyer, both stalwarts
of music.

Subbulakshmi gave her first public
performance at the age of eleven, in 1927,
at the Rockfort Temple Tiruchirapalli. She
moved to Chennai in 1936, She also made
her film debut in Sevasadan in 1938. She
gave her performance at the prestigious
Madras Music Academy in 1929, when
she was 13 years old. The academy known
for its discriminating selection process,
broke tradition, by inviting the young girl
as a key performer. It was spellbinding
and earned many admirers. Soon after
she became one of the leading Carnatic
vocalists. At the age of 17, Subbulakshmi
was giving concerts on her own including
Major performances at the Madras Music
Academy. She travelled to London, New
York, Canada, the Far East, and other
places as India’s cultural ambassador, her
concerts at...

Edinburg International Festival of
Music and Drama in 1963

Carnegie Hall, New York, the UN
General Assembly on UN day in 1966.

Royal Albert Hall, London in 1982

Festival of India in Moscow in 1987

Were significant landmarks in her
career. After the death of her husband in
1997, she stopped all public performances.
She acted in few Tamil Films also.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had to
say about MS Subbulakshmi “who
am I, a mere Prime Minister before a
Queen, a Queen of Music”, while Lata
Mangeshkar(who was awarded Bharat
Ratna after MS) called her Tapaswini(the
Renunciate). Ustad Bade Gulam Ali Khan
termed her as Suswarlakshmi(the goddess
of the perfect note). The great national
leader and poet Sarojini Naidu called her
“Nightingale of India’. Her many famous
renditions including Bhaja Govindam,
Vishnu Sahasranama, Hari Tuma Haro
and the Venkateswara Suprabhatam.
‘Kurai Onrumillai’ (composed by Sri
Rajagopalachari), ‘Hanuman Chalisa’
prayers to Lord Hanuman were famous.

She was widely honoured, praised and
awarded. Some of the popular ones include

Padma Bhushan in 1954

Sangit Natak Academy award in 1956.
Sangeetha Kalanidhi in 1968.
Ramon Magasaysay award in 1974.

Padma Vibhushan 1975. And many
more awards.
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Bharat Ratnas M.S.Subbulakshmi and
Lata Mangeshkar

She was honoured as (Asthana
Vidwan) a Resident Artist of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams. Tirupathi Urban
Development Authority has installed her
Bronge statue at the Poornakumbham circle
in the Temple Town, in 2006.

A commemorative postage stamp of
Rs.5 on her was issued on 18 December
2005, with her photo depicting singing with

Tambura and her photograph depicting her
beauty, and grace.
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She was bestowed with enormous

prize moneys with various awards, most
of which she donated for charity. She
has given more than 200 charity concerts
and raised well over one Crore rupees(a
very large amount those days). She was
honoured with honorary degrees from
several Universities.
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First Day Cover with her photo from
film Meera and beautiful cancelation
with Tambura
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flawless singing would bring tears to the

ity i

o7 eyes of any one who listens to it) and ‘Hari
™ l Tuma Haro’ sung by her, once commented
that he would rather hear Subbulakshmi

utter the lyrics of the song than some one
wredin i lina

else sing it.

DEFAFTMENT OF PGS
MLEA

An epitome of beauty, grace, poise
with mesmerizing voice singing at UN
General assembly

On 11 December 2004 she passed
away in Chennai at the age of 88. As
her memory on her Birth Centenary and
; ; Fiftieth anniversary of her singing in UN
;J Kk * General Assembly, the UN issued a sheetlet

..'.',l ! (Yaean
/
- {\
7

BROCHURE of ten of her stamps in 2006, with a picture
of her singing in UN General Assembly.

e =

% § @ - M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI ]

|| SR 2 (& - "
& II. -—‘F i g B g \ ‘ ij"_?f;;;' g ;
Brochure E i

Mahatma Gandhi who loved to hear
some famous Hymns like ¢ Vaishnava
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Janato, (her perfect pronunciation and
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Smt Sudha Raghunathan also a great
classical singer and Padma Vibhushan
Released the stamp. She also gave a concert in
Memory of Smt MS Subbulakshmi thereafter.

In commemoration of the birth centenary
Noted Musician, A.R. Rahman and his troupe
performed at the UN General Assembly Hall on
the occasion of India’s 70th Independence Day and
commemoration of the birth centenary of music
legend M.S.Subbulakshmi at United Nations
General Assembly in 2016.

India post, as part of 11th definitive series,
issued a stamp of Rs.3 on M.S.Subbulakshmi

The Union Government has decided in Dec
2019, to set up chair in her memory, in various
universities along with, nine other remarkable
women in various fields.

This shows a Hundred Rupees coin and a
Ten Rupees coin issued by the India Government
Mint, Mumbai

The reverse side of the two coins. These were
issued on the occasion of her birth Centenary

An interesting item of philatelic interest

T

Zahid Islam of Dammam, Saudi Arabia
had acquired this very attractive cover from a
collector in Chicago USA, who was selling part
of his collection, in a club auction in 1992. It is
a registered VP envelope from the Gramaphone
Company limited, of Dum Dum, Calcutta
with a multi - coloured label of the singer MS
Subbulakshmi, dated May 6,1940.
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