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PROF. P. SAMBA MOORTHY, B. A., B. L.
Fellow, Sangita Nataka Akademi, New Delhi.

Syama Sastri
belongs to the
Musical Trinity
of South Indian
Music, the other
two members
- of the Trinity
- being Tyagaraja
- (1767-1847) and
Muthuswamy
« Dikshiter (1776-
¥ 1835). A new
# chapter in the
~ history of South
Indian Music
begins with the
Musical Trinity.
SANGITA
KAVITVAM reaches the acme of perfection in
their hands. They started with the dictum that
every composition should be in a new tune and
this led to their exploring all possible avenues
of musical expression. Not only did they create
new ragas for the purpose, but also discovered
fresh fields in the known ragas of the period.
Prior to their time, the number of ragas used by
all the composers was about a hundred and in the
same tune, there existed a number of sahityas.
When Purandara Das composed his 4,75, 000
songs, it does not mean that the 4,75, 000 were
in different tunes. When Kshetrayya composed
his 4100 padas, it does not mean that they were
in 4100 different tunes. The same thing applies
to the compositions of Annamacharya as well
as the hymns of the Tevaram and Tiruppugazh.
In medieval times, certain tunes were known by
specific names and the mention of the name of the
tune on the top of a song helped musician to sing it

o Gayeba Sikhamani ™

SYAMA SASTRY
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Sangita Sastra Ratnakara

straightaway in the particular raga and tala. Names
like Pancha chamaram, Mattakokilam, Kuram,
Anandakalippu and Kappal are all tunes. In the
manuscripts containing songs of the medieval
period one can see it mentioned at the top of a
song. “To be sung like such and such a song” “To
be sung like Ratisukhasare” (i. e. the tune of the
11th Ashtapadi of Jayadeva) and so on. Sahitya
reigned supreme in the compositions of the ancient
and medieval period and music was simply a
vehicle to sing the Sahitya. with the advent of the
Music Trinity that we find music being enthroned
in its rightful place and raga as an expressive
vehicle for absolute music deriving a fresh and
vigorous life.

Syama Sastri was born at Tiruvarur (also
called Srinagar) in Tanjore district in South India
on the 26th April 1762.

Syama’s ancestors were not musicians; nor
did they encourage the study and practice of music
in their families. So much so, that when the lad
mastered the rudiments of music from his maternal
uncle in a very short time, nobody took any serious
notice of it. No one dreamt that this young lad of
eighteen was destined to give to the world those
immortal kriti compositions in a style peculiarly
his own. Although he was gifted with a very sweet
and melodious voice, still the idea of giving a
good musical training to him never occurred to
his parents. But Nature plans Her own methods
for the training of Her chosen ones.

Even as the divine minstrel NARADA came
the guise of a Sanyasi and initiated Tyagaraja in
the mysteries of music by presenting him with the
works SVARARNAVA and NARADIYAM, even
as a sage in the person of CHIDAMBARANATHA
YOGI came to Muthuswamy Dikshitar to inculcate
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the secrets of NIJA SANGITA (true music), so also
a Sanyasi in the person of SANGITA SWAMI
came to Syama Sastri, to initiate him into the
hitherto unknown mysteries of Tala and Raga.
Sangitaswami was an adept in the art of Music and
Bharata Sastra. He used to perform NARTANA
(dance) before Sri Visveswara at Benares every
day. This Swami was an Andhra Brahmin and in
the course of his pilgrimage to the Chuturmasaya
period had just then commenced, he was obliged
to stay in Tanjore and spend the period of four
months there.

At the invitation of Syama Sastri’s father,
one day the Swamij came to his house and has
BIKSHA there. The Biksha over the father
introduced his son to the distinguished guest.
The swamiji at a moment’s glance noticed that
the young peraon had rare musical talents. He
immediately predicted the future greatness of
Syama. The Father thanked the swamiji for his
kindness in responding to his invitation and
requested him to bless his son.

From the next day onwards, SANGITA
SWAMI bestowed special attention on the musical
training of Syama and taught him the highly
intricate mysteries underlying the raga and tala
prastaras. Having acquired real scholarship in
Telugu and Sanskrit languages under the able
tutelage of his father, and possessing a keen
intellect and a rare capacity to grasp even the
most subtle and difficult branches of the science
of music, Syama was just the pupil to receive
instruction in the higher branches of the art from
the great guru SANGITA SWAMI. He made
amazing progress and soon mastered all the
intricacies of the raga, tala and swara Prastaras.
The guru in great joy presented him with some
rare musical granthas (works) which contained
a mine of information on the mysteries of the
gandharva vidya.

Towards the close of the Chaturmasya
period the master said unto his pupil :-

“My dear Syama: You have learnt enough of
the sangita sastra (theory of music). Now it is time
you listen to a lot of GOOD music. Particularly
I would suggest that you cultivate the friendship

of Pachchimiriyam Adiyappayya, the Asthana
Vidvan of Tanjore Samasthanam, and listen to his
scholarly music as often as possible”

So saying Sangita Swami blessed his pupil
and went back to Benares.

According to his guru’s advice Syama Sastri
made the acquaintance of Adiyappayya, who in his
time was adored as the king of musicians.

Syama Sastri soon acquired a great name
and fame as an expert musician and composer.
His scholarly musical compositions, consisting
mostly of kritis and svarajatis, brought on him
the warmest encomiume even from the most
uncompromising critics of his time. In the art of
manipulating the most intricate time measures he
had no equal. He was able to handle the apurva
ragas with as much ease as the more common ones.
His first kriti “Janani Natajana Paripalini Pahimam
Bhavani" (saveri raga) in Sanskrit reveals the
genius of the rising composer.

Syama Sastri had a majestic appearance and
a commanding personality. He had a beautiful
complexion and always wore a pure white,
slightly, lace-bordered cloth. The saffron mark
on his fore-head, his Rudraksha Mala mounted
in gold round his neck, his dimond ear-rings,
his bright- coloured shawl, his silver-mounted
walking-stick, his beautiful slippers all contributed
to his impressive personality. Nobody who saw
him even once forgot him. As he passed along
the streets, the people seated on the pials of the
houses on both sides got up and paid respects to
him. “Truly he is the king of musicians” exclaimed
everyone. Such was the great reverence and regard
which one and all had for him. Thyagaraja and he
were good friends.

Of the musical trinity, perhaps the
compositions of Syama Sastri are least known
and least distributed. This is due to two causes;
firstly, his compositions are of a scholarly nature
and are in intricate. time-measures. It was possible
only for persons who had attained a high degree
of proficiency in music to master them and sing
them correctly. It was always considred a rare
accomplishment in a musician to be able to sing
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or play a few of Sastri’s compositions correctly.
Sastri’s kritis have been the admiration of musical
Pundits for a long time. It is for one thing difficult
for the masses and those unlettered in music to
be able to enjoy and appreciate his compositions.
It is the privilege only of those initiated in music
to be able to feel, understand and truly enjoy the
superb excellence of his kritis. Most of them
like those of Thyagaraja were composed during
moments of inspiration and hence abound with
feeling. His compositions in apurva ragas like
Manji, Kalagada, Karnataka Kapi and Chintamani
stand as monumental proofs of his rare genius
and originality in discovering new forms in fields
which to others were apparently barren. His
compositions are to be found both in Chauka Kala
and Madhyama Kala.

Syama Sastri was a scholarly composer in
every sense of the term. His compositions are not
of the class that immediately catch the imagination
of the layman. They have got to be studied over
and over again before their intrinsic merits can
be appreciated. He was indeed a creative artist to
a high degree and has given us a distinct style of
kriti composition. His style in neither so simple
and homely as Thyagaraja’s nor so difficult and
laboured as Muthuswami Dikshitars. He has
composed songs in Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil.
The raga svaroopa is patent on the face of every
one of his compositions. For the beauty of the
language employed by him and for the polished
nature of his music, he can be compared only to
Thyagaraja. As a sterling devi bhakta, he chose
the praise of Devi as the theme of his pieces.
He delighted in introducing in many pieces the
ATITA- ANAGATA complexities. He composed
in intricate time-measures and signed his pieces
with the ANKITAM (signature) Syama Krishna”.
Some of his compositions like the Bhairavi
Svarajati and the kriti in Lalita raga contain the
raga mudra. His compositions abound in Suddha,
Suchita and Misra Svaraksharas. He has composed
about three hundred pieces consisting mostly of
kritis and a few svarajatis and varnas. Besides
these, he has left us valuable MSS. wherein he has
worked out with great patience and care and in full
detail the different prastaras in the tala system.

In some of his compositions, we find
him illustrating certain technical principles. In
his Bhairavi Svarajati, the initial notes of the
eight charanas progress in the arohana krama:
SRGMPDNS. The procedure for the arohana
sthayi branch of Raga alapana is thus illustrated
by him.

Syama Sastri seems to have had a special
liking for the Anandabhairavi Raga. He has
composed more pieces in that raga than any other
modern composer. To a true artist, minor ragas
affored as much scope for creative expression
as the major ones and this fact will be amply
borne out by a close study of his Anandabhairavi
pieces. His tana varna SAMINI RAMMANAVE
in Anandabhairavi raga, Ata tala is in praise of
Varadaraja of Kanchipuram. He took a special
delight in composing kritis and svarajatis in the
Chapu tala. In his kritis, we come across the
chapu tala of both the normal (3-4) pattern and
the reverse (4+3) pattern. His compositions in
Viloma Chapu tala (4+3) as well as his kritis like
“Samkari Samkuru”, suggestive of dual rhythm
(Rupaka tala and Adi tala tisragati) reveal his
mastery and scholarship in the realm of rhythm.
He has given us a new tala, Sarabhanandana which
takes 79 aksharakalas or 19 matras for an avarta.
It employs some of the shodasangas in addition
to some of the shadangas.

Tala Prastara Syama Sastri was the covetous
manner in which he was referred to by his
brilliant comtemporeries. His Group Kritis
entitled “Navaratnamalika” consist of nine kritis
in praise of Devi Minakshi of Madurai and they
are scholarly and lustrous gems in the respective
ragas.

Some of his compositions have been enriched
by the addition of svara sahityas. The svara sahitya
to O JAGADAMBA (Anandabhairavi) was
composed by his disciple Sangita Swami and
the svara sahityas to PALINCHU KAMAKSHI
(Madhyamavati) and PAHI SRI GIRIRAJA SUTA
(Anandabhairavi) were added by his grandson
Annaswamy Sastri.
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13 02 2023 to 17 02 2023
Venue
Annamayya Kalavedika
Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple, Brindavan Gardens, Guntur. A.P.

13.02.2023 Monday 6.30 p.m.
SREE KRISHNA JANANAM - KAMSA VADHAM (Telugu Yakshaganam)
Bhagavata Mela Natya Nataka Sangam, Melattur, Tanjavur Dt. Tamilnadu
'Vidyasundari' BENGULURU NAGARATNAMMA SMARAKA PURASKARAM - 2022

Awardee: 'Kalaimamani' 5. KUMAR

14.02.2023 Tuesday 6.30 p.m.
SITHAPAHARANA (Kannada Yakshaganam)
Sri Idagunji Mahaganapathi Yakshagana Mandali, Keramane, Chikmaglur Dt. Karnataka.
VISWANATHA SAMSKRUTHI PURASKARAM - 2021

Awardee : SRI KEREMANE SHIVANANDA HEGDE

15.02.2023 Wednesday 6.30 p.m.

VIPRANARAYANA CHARITRA
Sri Sai Manjeera Kuchipudi Art Academy, Guntur, A.P.

"Vidyasundari' BENGULURU NAGARATNAMMA SMARAKA PURASKARAM -2023
Awardee : GAMNAKALA (Monthly on Music), Kakinada, A.P.

16 & 17. 02.2023, Venue : VVIT, NAMBUR

16.02.2023 Thursday 7.00 p.m.
SUNDARAKANDA - PUPPET SHOW (Charma Panchalika Khelanam)
Sinde Venkatamma, Kullayappa Group, Nimmalakunta, Sri Satya Sai Dt. A.P.

VISWANATHA SAMSKRUTHI PURASKARAM - 2022
Awardee : Sri SINDE KULLAYAPPA & Smt. VENKATAMMA
17.02.2023 Friday 7.00 p.m.

GIRIJA KALYANAM HARIKATHA
'Harikatha Chudamani’ Sri M. Simhachala Sastry

VISWANATHA SAMSKRUTHI PURASKARAM - 2023
Awardee : Sri M. SIMHACHALA SASTRY

Cordially invited by

Chairman Secretary Programme Convenor
Dr. MADDINENI SIMHA KOUTILYA CHOUDARY M. RAVI KRISHNA S. CHANDRA MOHAN

Uiswanatha Sahitya Agade My

Gutwr-522004
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