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










    



    





     

    







      

     
    


   









    
    
 
          



    














3

            





     
     


         


    






     
    


            


    



    

      




   


     
    





     
     
 



      
     
   

       



     



    






   

     





4

            

   
    
    











     
    
       



    

             
   


    
   


     




    




     
   
   


 
     
   
   
   

    








    




     


    




     






5

            









     


    
    
       

  




               


 

     


     


   










   
   

      
             




           



 
    


   
   




    
      






6

            


     


    
       






    
    
    
   




        





  

     
    
   
    
   
    

    


    
   

    
    

 



 

     


 
   
    
   
              









    






7

            

One of the greatest doyens of Karnatic Classical music, Sri NallanChakravartula Krishnamacharyulu
was a scholar par excellence who left his imprint to remain forever.

Shri Krishnamacharyulu, was a multi-faceted exponent in music, musicology, languages etc.  Born in
Andhra Pradesh in the year 1924, he had his earlier education under the tutelage of Sri
ChilakamarriKesavacharyulu and advanced training under Sri ParupalliRamakrishnaiahPantulugaru.

He initially worked in All India Radio and had a successful career at AIR, Vijayawada station.  His
entry into the space of compositions has been quite surprising.  He never had any thoughts of penning
compositions.  Therefore, writing “GeyaKrithis”, essentially to fill the gapsin existing literature, was nowhere
on the horizon.  It all happened so dramatic that he took to write at the insistence of those whom he revered
a lot.  But it was Shri Sandhyavandanam Srinivas Rao, in 1952 drew the attention of AIR NilayaVidwans to
attempt writing Krithis on the lines of Carnatic Music Trinity.  The inspiration and belief given by Shri Srinivasa
Rao, pushed Shri Krishnamacharyulu to write his first Krithi praising Thyagaraja Swamy, in Raaga
Keeravani(‘ParamardhamideTeliyare’ in Adi Tala).In this scholarly composition he followed the footsteps
ofShyama Sastry’s compositions (‘Ratnatrayam’) Todi, Bhairavi, Yadukulakambhojiswarajatis, the
charanas starts on the swaras in the Arohanakramaor the ascending structure and he beautifully explained
the extraordinary qualities and temperament of the Saint Composer Tyagaraja in the Krithi.  This was his first
attempt towards writing compositions and it received rave reviews.

With further support and encouragement received from Shri BalantrapuRajanikatharao, Shri
Krishnamacharyulu worked on to complete ‘SataKeerthanaMaala’.  Having understood the subliminal
sweetness of Krithis of Vaaggeyakaaraas, he carried out a great job in imbuing the subtleties of a scholarly
composition.

He went on to write several Krithis as the insistence of stalwarts.  To name a few, a Krithi in
‘Naataka Priya Raaga’(‘MaarajananeemAasraye’ set to Adi Tala), famous among musical geniuses and
scholarsat the request of Shri VoletiVenkateswarlu, a Krithi in typical Shyama Shastri style in
‘TodiRaaga’(‘SyamakrishnamUpasmahe’ set to Khanda Triputa Tala) and another in ‘Ananda
Bhairavi’(‘Syamasatryvarya’ set to Rupaka Tala)in praise of one of the music  trinities Sri Shyama Shastry,
at the request of Shri NaarumanchiSubba Rao, a krithi in Sanskrit in praise of Sri Kanaka Durga Devi
(Kshetram located in Vijayawada) in ‘Kalyani Raga’(‘SrikanakaDurge’ set to Adi Tala)at the request of
Shri B.V. Raman and Shri B.V. Lakshman.

Brief Pen Picture of
Shri NallanChakravartula Krishnamacharyulu
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Apart from obliging the requests of elders, he made efforts to write few more Krithis, but he never
cared to record, preserve and protect his own writings.  He wrote many light music songs, during his tenure
with AIR, which have never seen light of the day.  He also wrote many Harikathaswhich remained as rough
drafts.

He has rather not given importance in retaining copies of important works he completed.  As an
example, he never retained copy of the entire material including the rough draft of ‘VipraNaarayana’,
Kuchipudi YakshaganaBallet, written at the request of Shri Vedantam Satyanarayana Sarma.  He wrote
few volumes of poetry in Sanskrit, some got published, some were not available.  Somehow, he managed to
retain fifteen Harikathas that were written in Sanskrit on Ramayana and other Kaavyas as desired by
‘KapileswarapuramAdhipati’, Zamindar Shri S.B.P.B.K. Satyanarayana Rao. His play
‘MruthaSanjeevanam’ written in Sanskrit was published.  Shriman K.T.L. Narasimhacharyulu of Godaa
Grandhamaala, included some of the Kaavyaas of Shri Krishnamacharyulu in Telugu. The total number of
songs in both Sanskrit and Telugu Harikathas may exceed 500 in number.

One more important literary work of Shri Krishnamacharyulu, was ‘MukundamaalaGeyams’ in
Telugu, played in four parts in Bhakti Ranjani Programme from Vijayawada AIR Station, which received
wide appreciation.

Finally, his sons jumped the bar and gathered quite a few of his works and made efforts to publish
them on the occasion of his 70th Birthday Celebration.  While they were not even 20 in number, his second
son, N.Ch. Buchayyaacharyulu preserved some and some were carefully curated by his cousin N.C.V.
Jagannadhaacharyulu.  Finally, his younger brother, somehow captured the lyrics of some of his Krithis in
‘Kedara’ and ‘Shanmukha Priya Raagas’, and published them in the Srinivas Iyengar Felicitation issue.

In fact, he had to make efforts to gather his own Thillana structured in Athana Raga, from the
family of Shri Challa Narasimha Murthy.  It was very close to his heart as he wrote this Thillana at their
insistence while he was teaching their children.  These Thillanas were critically acclaimed, including
appreciation of Shri M.S. Gopalakrishnan and Shri T.R. Subrahmanyam, while Shri T.M. Thyagarajan and
Shri Lalgudi Jayaraman appreciated his Krithi in Naataka Priya Raaga, which he wrote for Shri
VoletiVenkateswarlu.

He never tried to formulate his own ShataKeerthanaMaala.  Two pieces of work, which he wrote
with intent and purpose were the translation of Saint Thyagaraja’s ‘NaukaaCharitam’ and a Sanskrit play
‘MruthaSanjeevanam’.  As advised by Dr. Raghavan, Delhi Sanskrit Academy published
‘NaukaaCharitam’ in their half-yearly magazine ‘Sanskrita Pratibha’ in 1970.  ‘NaukaaCharitam’ was
written in shloka format and Shri VoletiVenkateswarlu got it conducted in AIR through its Nilayavidwans.
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He always held that it was the blessings of Trinity which made him contribute, but never took credit to
his merit on any account.  He always traced his strength in Harikatha writing and vocabulary to his father Shri
T.N.C.S.J. Thiruvenkatacharyulu.  He also wrote ‘GarbhaKrithis’, a category of musical work that essentially
contains a couple of more Krithis entwined into the main Krithi, with taalabhedam.   He wrote three such
‘GarbhaKrithis’. Originally the Kriti is set to be sung in Adi Tala and when it is to be sung in Rupaka Tala,
one has to limit the first eight matras of Sahitya in Pallavi, Anupallavi and Madhyamakala Sahitya.
Similarly, while singing the charanam in RupakaTala, one has to omit the last eight matras of Sahitya.   This
literary experiment was also exemplified in ‘Appakaveeyam’.  He also made an attempt to include in the
GeyaKavithwam format, which in itself a complex structure to be thought of.  He wrote it in a simple way to
allow any rasika to capture and sing, while leaving enough scope of manodhaarmikas to adopt.

Once he gladly confessed that leaned more towards Sanskrit in writing his Krithis.  He taught a very
few of his Krithisto a few students, who persisted upon.  Usually, a Vidwan keeps interest in fame, but Shri
Krishnamacharyulu had shown great reluctance to gain fame.  He found great solace when his Krithis were
published by Shri ParamahansaParivrajakaacharyulu Shri ShriShriTridandiShrimannaaraayana (China) Jeer
Swamy varu, with his auspicious blessing in their Ramanuja Vani Press.

SrimanN.Ch.Krishnamacharyulu was the recipient of several titles including the
‘GaanakalaaPrapurna’ from Andhra Pradesh Sangeeta Academy. He was presented‘VisishtaVyakti’ award
byAll India Radio duringits Golden Jubilee celebrations. He was also the recipient of‘Vaggeyakara’ Award
from the  MadrasMusic Academy, in 2005.

Shri Krishnamacharyulu made his contribution in the form of several scholarly rich Varnams, Kritis
and Thillanasthat acquired a special place in the field ofKarnatic Classical music. He also wrote many books
in Telugu and Sanskrit, including ‘TyagarajaCharitram’, ‘TyagarajaAshtottaram’, ‘Sampradaya
VaangmayaSourabham’ and a book with the compilation of his own Krithis‘Krishnamacharya Sangeeta
Krutulu’ among others.

He took great pains to imbibe his great qualities in his teachings and now his disciples have turned into
highly acclaimed vidwans. Well-Known Violin maestro and musicologist Sri N.Ch.Krishnamacharyulu, a
significant contributor to the Karnatic Classical Music space, passed away in Vijayawada on 24th August,
2007 leaving his Legacy to be continued by his disciples.

- Venkata Nagalakshmi Manda,

Research Scholor,  Department of Music and Fine arts,

University of  Delhi,

New Delhi.



10

            




     
       
   





     

   

    
     


    
    

    






     




  
     







   









   
    
  SAADANA OF

RAGA REACH HIGH LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS



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            


 


     


   
   
   
   
    
    

      
     



   




   
  
    

    




    



   


    
   


   
   
   
    





      
   
   


   
   
   
   

   
           

   

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






   
 




  


   
    









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





























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





























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






          

















   






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            





    





















        
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            







        








   
          





          



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 
















        


 





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






       



















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












           
    











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            








   
  


Great, Legendary 


Nassal touch 


 










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            

       



 




   

           







    ‘There must be a cosmic necessity’







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













        

 













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(Metamorphosis) 







 




 







25

            







    
     
          
     
   
   







  




   
   





   








     





   


   
  
    





     



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      
     
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            
   

    


      



     



      

    


   




    



     
   
    
    






    


     



   

       
   

     










    
     
     

    
  
 



  

    
    




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            

      
    






     






    


     






    
    




     





      
   
     
    
    




        




        
    








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            












     

     
    







    



 

   

    


      




     

   


                
    






  




     
     
     
     


      



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            

     


      

    

     






      
 
      





    
   




     




 
    













    



  



      

    


    






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            





     






    


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             
   

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            







     

       
    





      
     

       

      

    
     






    




      








    
     



handling 


          








  







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            



    









     

        
    





    








     
        

   
      
   



   





    


         

   
    

        


 
     


 




 
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            

     
   

    


        

          




    




     
                


     

      
     


     
 

   

   




    

    
   
              
  

              
    
   
   
    

     




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            

   


   


   

    
   

       
    
   
      
  

    
   


    
    
  

     





   
   

    



   





  
    


   

      
    
    
   
      




     

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            

         



      


     
   

         

     






    


    
    
   




    

   

   
       

   

   

        

   
    


    
                    
   
     



'I am

presenting SOLO - but I am not SO LOW'
   


    


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            

   

   
    


   

        
   




   




     





   
   
               
   

     


    
    
   


  




    
    

        
   
    


    

      
       
   
             
    

   
       



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            

   
       


    
    

    

Artist of Distinction Award

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